Friday July 18 2008

Sean Applegate

Secretariat

Advisory Council on Intellectual Property

PO Box 200

WODEN ACT 2606

Re: Enforcement of PBR

Dear Sir:

Gene Ethics has not had time or resources to write a submission of 

its own on this topic by today.

We may be able to do so in the next two weeks and trust you will 

accept our submission when it is submitted. If you will not do this, 

please advise us immediately.

We also seek to be party to any discussions or oral submissions which 

ACIP may invite on this matter. Please advise.

Meanwhile, we give our support to the submission made by Ms Julie 

Newman on behalf of the Network of Concerned Farmers, in favour of 

Option 1.

Gene Ethics opposes patent and PBR systems. Other means should be 

found to reward innovation of living organisms. They are discoveries, 

not inventions, so they should not be subject to monopoly ownership, 

control or profit. The patent and PBR systems must not be used to 

enclose the global biological commons, developed by our forebears in 

the public domain over many aeons. These systems condone and 

encourage biopiracy. We are also concerned that a concentration of 

ownership and control of commercial seed supplies is giving some 

corporations the power to selectively and unfairly supply only seed 

that is subject to PBR or patent. The system should guarantee the 

perpetual availability of traditional varieties too.

We also oppose the proposal canvassed at Grains Council briefings 

some two years ago, that a squad of retired police would investigate 

and enforce PBR. Our objections are on public interest, civil 

liberties and trespass grounds.

Please favourably consider this submission.

Yours sincerely,

Bob Phelps
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