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Dear Sean,

After reviewing the issues paper, we would like to make several comments on behalf of the West Australian grain farmers we represent.

The paper appears unbalanced in its requirement for the research sector to profit more from plant breeding without the counter balance of ensuring farmers are receiving a return for their investments in plant breeding. Forcing farmers to pay more for the research and development rather than addressing the issues of concern brought about by the change from public to private enterprise controlling plant breeding is unsustainable.

For this reason, WAGG gives no support for legislative changes and prefer as an alternative, industry cooperation and a disputes process. 

We are strongly opposed to any restriction on farmer’s rights to replant our own seed and would warn the industry that farmers will not cooperate with the research sector if any such restriction is introduced. We do not support any further unreasonable restrictions on farmers including the reversal of onus of proof. We support gaining legislative clarity as this will assist the industry.

Farmers pay for a GRDC levy which now supports pre-breeding and numerous other R&D functions.

1. A high price for our seed which supports the commercial seed sector.
2. An end point royalty to support the research and development sector. 
3. A collection fee.
 Already there is unrest within the farming community that the R&D is more expensive than the benefit gained.  These additional costs need to be capped to ensure it does not exceed benefits gained.

Industry needs to work together to establish cheaper and more streamlined collection abilities. 

WAGG support the establishment of an industry initiated central collective peak body as the current system causes confusion amongst farmers. Farmer to farmer trading should be encouraged as it is difficult to source seed when needed, as in times of natural disasters such as drought. 
If traded, royalty payment options should be available. It is difficult for farmers to know where to purchase specific PBR covered varieties and if not available, how to pay the royalties involved if farmer to farmer trading is used. 
We believe it is not an education process regarding the legislation that is required, but a need for practical information such as where to source particular seed and how to pay PBR royalties. These issues can be resolved by contacting an industry body designed to simplify royalties. 
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